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June 2009
Dear Delta Kappa Gamma Sisters,

      I have a very rare and unique opportunity to share information about a non-profit organization established by a dedicated group of Plano and McKinney ISD teachers called Teach With Jamaica. The teachers will be working in conjunction with the Jamaica Link Ministries to train a group of 100 + teachers from over 60 schools who will be traveling from near and far to the town of Montego Bay. The Teach With Jamaica Conference will be held from July 16-23. The Plano, Allen, and McKinney ISD educators will be working with teachers from grades kindergarten through sixth grade on best-used teaching practices and effective teaching strategies in the areas of language arts, mathematics, and other special needs areas. Our goal is to demonstrate proven and research-based teaching experiences through the use of several hands-on activities for the various subject areas. 

      The Teach With Jamaica organization would not only like to show different materials that can be used in their classrooms, but we would love to have the teachers who attend the conference to return to their schools with sets of materials that they can immediately use in their classrooms. 

      We approach this mission with eyes wide-open to the current situation that the Jamaican teachers face everyday. In some cases, the student-teacher can be as high as 60:1. Can you imagine being that one teacher in a room with 60 students? Well, it happens everyday in Jamaica. In addition to the limited number of teachers, another obstacle they face is the scarcity of teaching materials and supplies. Posters and manipulatives are all teacher-made. Standard supplies that we would expect to see in any classroom such as pencils and paper are lacking. To us these conditions would be described as dismal, but to these children their current educational experience would be described as a “blessing.” 

      Teach With Jamaica would like to include you in our efforts to help make this educational conference a success for all the Jamaican teachers, and most importantly for all the Jamaican CHILDREN. We set out on this venture, in hopes that sisters like you will help provide certain materials, services, and monetary donations that we can use to train the teachers with this summer. Please help us share in the gift of education by extending a helping hand to this valuable cause.

       Checks can be made payable to Teach With Jamaica. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the following:

                                                Sincerely,





Patti Gilbert

                                              
Mu Mu Chapter sister

972-896-6568 (cell)
info@teachwithjamaica.org

